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TP NEWS:
Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj

Sinha inaugurated a mass distribution
drive of aids and appliances for
Divyangjan, in Jammu today.In his
address, the Lieutenant Governor laud-
ed the noble initiative by Directorate of
Social Welfare, Jammu under two key
centrally sponsored schemes - Rashtriya
Vayoshri Yojana (RVY) and Assistance
to Disabled Persons for
Purchase/Fitting of Aids and
Appliances (ADIP) aimed to improve
lives of senior citizens with disabilities
and to empower Divyangjan. “I strongly
believe that people with disabilities

LG inaugurates mass distribution drive of
aids and appliances for Divyangjan in Jammu
Disburses the pension arrears of Rs. 6.14 crore to 12,660 
beneficiaries under Integrated Social Security Scheme (ISSS)

TP NEWS:
Continuing with its

efforts to safeguard the
unique craftsmanship of
local artisans, the
Department of
Handicrafts and
Handloom, Kashmir, has
initiated the process to
obtain Geographical
Indication (GI) registra-
tion for six additional tra-
ditional crafts. The initia-
tive aims to revive lesser-
known art forms and
enhance their appeal in
niche global markets. The
crafts identified for GI
tagging include
Copperware (locally
known as Kandkari), sil-

verware, houseboat
craftsmanship, tapestry,
Kashmir tilla embroidery,
and Aari Stapple embroi-
dery. "We have submitted
the justifications and
dossiers to the GI
Registry in Chennai for
six more crafts," said an
official from the depart-
ment. "The tagging
process involves multiple
steps. The process is rig-
orous, involving detailed
scrutiny, and it takes con-
siderable time."

The copperware is a
traditional Kashmiri craft
that involves the creation
of intricately designed 

J&K eyes GI tag for six more
traditional crafts from Kashmir

TP NEWS:
Union Home Minister

Amit Shah on Monday
said the 11 years of Modi
government was a “gold-
en period” of resolve,
endeavour and dedica-
tion towards public serv-
ice. In Narendra Modi’s
third term as prime min-
ister, Shah said this new
India is rapidly progress-
ing towards development
and self-reliance with the
power of reform, perform
and transform.

He said this journey of
making India “number 1”
in every field by bringing
positive changes in the
lives of the countrymen
will continue.

“The historic 11 years
of the Modi Government

have been a golden peri-
od of resolve, endeavour
and dedication towards
public service,” he wrote
on ‘X’ in Hindi and called
it 11 years of “seva” (serv-
ice). The Modi govern-
ment completes the first
year of its third term on
Monday. The home min-
ister said the country has
seen a new era of eco-
nomic revival, social jus-
tice, cultural pride and

national security.
“The Modi government

has proved that when the
leadership is clear, the
resolve is firm and the
intention is of public serv-
ice, then new records of
service, security and good
governance are created,”
he said.

Shah said when PM
Modi took over the reins
of the country in 2014,
there was policy paralysis
in the country.

He said there were no
policies, no leadership
and scams were at their
peak in the government
the economy was in
shambles and the gover-
nance system was direc-
tionless.

11 yrs of Modi govt ‘golden period’ of resolve,
dedication towards public service: Amit Shah

TP NEWS:
National Conference

president Farooq
Abdullah on Monday
said a successful
Amarnath Yatra will help
send a message to the rest
of the country that there
is peace in Kashmir.

The annual Amarnath
Yatra is scheduled to
commence on July 3.

“It is a good thing that
Amarnath pilgrims will
come. The maximum
number should come so
that a message goes out
that there is peace here
(in Kashmir),” Abdullah
told reporters at Baba
Nagri in Ganderbal dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir.He said the
damage that Kashmir suf-
fered in the aftermath of
the Pahalgam terror
attack can be mitigated
by a peaceful Amarnath
Yatra.

Abdullah, who was at
Baba Nagri to attend the
annual urs, said he
prayed for peace on the
country.

Amarnath yatra success will
show there is peace in
Kashmir: Farooq Abdullah

TP NEWS:
Thirty-five villagers

were hospitalised after
falling ill due to a myste-
rious illness in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Rajouri
district, prompting the
health department to col-
lect water samples and
seal the local water
sources, officials said.The
incident follows a myste-
rious illness that claimed
17 lives from three fami-
lies at Badhaal in the
same district between
December 7, 2024, and
January 19 this year.

“Thirty-five persons
from Kotliparran village
in Manjakot tehsil 

35 hospitalised after
falling ill in J&K’s
Rajouri, water 
samples collected

TP NEWS:
Lieutenant General

Rajiv Ghai, whom the
Pakistan’s Director
General of Military
Operations (DGMO) had
called while India was
pummeling Pakistani air-
bases during Operation
Sindoor, pleading for a
ceasefire, was on
Monday appointed as the
Deputy Chief of Army
Staff (Strategy). He will
continue to hold the post
of DGMO. The Deputy
Chief (Strategy) is a 

Lt Gen Rajiv Ghai
appointed Deputy
Chief of Army
Staff (Strategy)

TP NEWS:
The Centre on Monday

approved an additional
amount of Rs 25 crore as
compensation for houses
damaged in the border
areas of Jammu and
Kashmir due to Pakistani
shelling during
Operation Sindoor.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recently
announced the additional
compensation amount for
the houses damaged by
Pakistani shelling.

As a special case, Modi

said an additional com-
pensationamount of Rs 2
lakh will be given for
each fully-damaged
house and Rs 1 lakh for
each partially-damaged
house.

Following the prime
minister's announcement,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah ensured swift
action by facilitating an
additional provision of Rs
25 crore from the
Ministry of Home Affairs
for 2,060 houses, an offi-
cial statement said.

The home minister vis-
ited the border district of
Poonch in Jammu and
Kashmir on May 29-30.

During the visit, he
handed over appoint-
ment letters on compas-
sionate grounds to the
family members of those
who lost their lives due to
the cross-border firing.

According to norms,
compensation for the
damage caused by the
cross-border shelling was
provided immediately.

TP NEWS:
Jammu and Kashmir

continues to reel under
intense heat as maximum
temperatures across the
Union Territory soared

significantly above nor-
mal on Monday.

Details available with
news agency, compiled
by independent weather
body Kashmir Weather

stated that Srinagar
recorded a sweltering
33.3°C, 5.3°C above nor-
mal while Qazigund
remained the hottest in
the Valley at 33.6°C, a
massive 6.8°C above
average.

Pahalgam registered
28.7°C, Kokernag 30.8°C,
Kupwara 32.5°C, and the
usually cool Gulmarg
also hit 23.0°C each sever-
al degrees above normal,
it states.In the Jammu
region, the summer capi-
tal Jammu scorched at
44.3°C, which is 

Heatwave grips J&K: Jammu 
records 44.3°C as temperatures soar
across Jammu and Kashmir

Centre approves additional amount of
Rs 25 cr as compensation for 
houses damaged by Pakistan's shelling
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LG inaugurates ....
have special abilities and they possess unique
strengths and perspectives. I admire their excep-
tional resilience, problem-solving skills and empa-
thy towards others in the society.
I assure our Divyangjan that administration is com-
mitted to ensure equality and equal opportunity to
them in every sphere of life and they will always be
treated as equals in terms of rights, access, and dig-
nity,” the Lieutenant Governor said.The Lieutenant
Governor directed the officials to promote inclu-
sion, and leverage the practical solutions in ever
evolving technological world.“I have always
dreamt of building a caring society and welfare and
rehabilitation of Divyangjan is my top priority. It is
my personal commitment to ensure dignity of life
to our Divyangjan and their participation in all
walks of life,” the Lieutenant Governor said.The
Lieutenant Governor, in his address, reiterated the
commitment of Government of India and J&K UT
Administration to fairness and opportunity tai-
lored to individual needs of the senior citizens.“I
will personally ensure that systemic inequities and
accessibility barriers—physical, digital, and social
are completely removed,” he further said.On the
occasion, the Lieutenant Governor initiated the dis-
bursement of pension arrears of Rs. 6.14 crore to
12,660 beneficiaries, under the Integrated Social
Security Scheme (ISSS). The arrears were pending
due to Aadhaar non-seeding, aimed at ensuring
financial inclusion and support to elderly, widows,
and differently-abled individuals. The Lieutenant
Governor also informed that the Social Welfare
Department is coming up with a revolutionary app
for the integration of eligible senior citizens into the
pension beneficiaries.He inaugurated a 50-bedded
Half-Way Home for psycho-social rehabilitation of
treated & controlled people with mental-illness,
established at a cost of Rs. 4.39 crore at Lower
Chowadi Jammu, under Deendayal Divyangjan
Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS). The Half-way
home will offer a structured environment to help
individuals with mental illness who have been dis-
charged from hospitals or institutions to reintegrate
into society. He also assured all support and assis-
tance to the Divyangjan by the Social Welfare
Department for their self-employment endeavours.
He further asked the officials to submit the propos-
al to the Government of India for establishment of
a park dedicated for Divyangjan. The Lieutenant
Governor also dedicated the Parisha Child Care
Institution for Girls, established at a cost of Rs. 3.03
crore at Mandi Gurglian, Samba. He commended
the efforts of everyone associated with the Parisha
initiative for providing a safe and nurturing envi-
ronment for a better future for girl children in need.
Pertinently, the Directorate of Social Welfare
Jammu, in collaboration with ALIMCO (Artificial
Limbs Manufacturing Corporation of India), has
conducted 112 assessment camps in all ten districts
of Jammu Division. 2939 persons with disabilities
under the ADIP scheme, and 2756 senior citizens
under the RVY scheme, culminating in a total of
5918 identified beneficiaries, will receive more than
19,960 aids and appliances during the mass distri-
bution drive.Members of Legislative Assembly-
Shri Sham Lal Sharma, Shri Arvind Gupta, Shri
Gharu Ram, Shri Yudhvir Sethi, and Shri Surinder
Kumar; Shri Ramesh Kumar, Divisional
Commissioner Jammu; Shri Rupesh Kumar,
Director Social Welfare Department Jammu, senior
officials, Divyangjan, representatives of various
NGOs and civil society members were present.

Heatwave grips....
4.7°C above normal. Batote reached 33.6°C
(5.5°C above normal), Katra 40.2°C, Banihal
32.8°C, and Bhaderwah 33.0°C all showing sig-
nificant deviation from the seasonal norm, it
stated.
Temperatures in the Ladakh region were rela-
tively moderate with Leh recording 26.9°C and
Kargil at 27.9°C.
Experts have advised precautions as the prevail-
ing heatwave conditions are likely to persist
over the next few days.

Lt Gen Rajiv....
relatively new vertical created to oversee the
Indian Army’s Operations and Intelligence
Directorates, among other important branches. It
is considered one of the most crucial appoint-
ments within the Indian Army, according to an
official statement from the Ministry of Defence.
On June 4, Lt Gen Ghai was also awarded the
Uttam Yudh Seva Medal (UYSM) during the
Defence Investiture Ceremony 2025 (Phase-II),
recognising his distinguished service. In a press
briefing on May 12, a couple of days after the ces-
sation of hostilities was announced with Pakistan
following Operation Sindoor, Lt Gen Ghai
underlined the preparedness and coordinated
response of the Indian armed forces. The opera-
tion involved precision strikes against terrorist
targets without crossing the Line of Control or
the International Boundary. Interestingly, the
now Deputy Chief of Army Staff (Strategy) had
used a cricket analogy, “Ashes to Ashes”, to
describe how India employed its multi-layered
air defence systems to neutralise incoming aerial
threats from Pakistan. 

35 hospitalised....
were admitted to the hospital after falling ill in
the past few days. All are stable. Four of them
have been referred to the Government Medical
College (GMC) in Rajouri,” a doctor heading the
medical team told reporters in the village.
A team from the health department has visited
the village, collected water samples, and sent
them for testing, he said.
The patients exhibited symptoms of waterborne
disease, prompting immediate medical atten-
tion, officials said. While investigations are
underway to ascertain the exact cause of the ill-
ness, health officials suspect contaminated
drinking water.
“A team from GMC Rajouri collected water sam-
ples from three local wells. The district adminis-
tration has sealed the wells pending test results,”
the medic said.
“It can be a possible outbreak of acute gastroen-
teritis, according to the information received
from the community medicine department. The
symptoms included stomach pain, fever, dehy-
dration, and diarrhea,” he added.
Health officials are closely monitoring the situa-
tion after assuring the public that appropriate
measures are being taken to ensure public safe-
ty.Seventeen people, including 13 children and
four adults, died within 50 days due to a myste-
rious illness at Badhaal village from last
December till January this year.
The authorities declared the entire village a con-
tainment zone and shifted the residents to a
quarantine centre, where they were released
after over a month-long stay.

Amarnath yatra....
“I prayed for peace in the country, a better future
for our youth and an end to the atmosphere of
hatred that we are going through,” he added.

11 yrs of Modi....
The home minister said during the “11 years of
seva”, the speed and scale of the country’s devel-
opment have been changed by ‘Minimum
Government, Maximum Governance’.
“PM Shri @narendramodi ji brought farmers,
women, backwards, Dalits and marginalised to
the centre of governance and created a work cul-
ture of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas
and Sabka Prayas instead of appeasement,” he
said. Shah said the 11 years of the Modi govern-
ment have also proved to be a milestone in the
direction of national security.“Naxalism is on its
last legs, peace has been established in Jammu-
Kashmir and the Northeast, India now responds
to terrorist attacks by entering the homes of ter-
rorists. This shows the changing picture of India
under the Modi government,” he said.

Centre approves....
After Operation Sindoor, several incidents of
cross-border shelling were reported from the
border districts of the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir.Hundreds of families suffered due
to the shelling on residential areas, schools, reli-
gious structures, including gurdwaras, temples
and mosques, and commercial properties.
The administration took proactive measures to
anticipate possible events and ensure an effec-
tive response.A total of 3.25 lakh people were
evacuated from the border districts, of whom
about 15,000 were accommodated in 397 shelter
sheds and accommodation centres, equipped
with facilities like food, water, healthcare servic-
es, electricity etc.
A total of 394 ambulances were deployed in the
border districts to ferry patients to hospitals,
including 62 ambulances in Poonch alone, the
statement said.A total of 2,818 civil-defence vol-
unteers were also deployed for services related
to health, fire and emergency, livestock, essen-
tial supplies etc., it added.

J&K eyes GI....
utensils and decorative items made from copper.
Silverware is a refined and elegant craft that
involves the creation of intricately designed dec-
orative and utility items made from silver.
Tapestry is a traditional craft practised in
Kashmir involving hand-weaving intricate
designs on a cotton-based fabric using woollen
threads.GI registration offers legal protection
against counterfeiting, prevents unauthorized
use, and boosts exports by authenticating the
origin of products. It also ensures that the eco-
nomic benefits reach genuine local artisans, the
official added.
The total number of GI-registered handicrafts in
Jammu and Kashmir are 18. Earlier, in March
this year, eight crafts - Kashmir Namda,
Kashmir Gabba, Kashmir Willow Bat, Kashmir
Tweed, Crewel, Chain Stitch, Shikara, and
Wagguv - were granted GI status. Prior to that,
the famous Kashmiri sozni, pashmina, kani
shawl, paper mache, khatamband and walnut
wood carvings already had already got GI certi-
fication.

FROM PAGE-1
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TP NEWS:
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Friday
inaugurated the world’s
highest railway bridge
over the Chenab river,
which was completed at a
cost of Rs 1,486 crore in
more than eight years.

The prime minister
then walked on the
bridge holding the tri-
colour.

After the Chenab
bridge, Modi inaugurated
India’s first cable-stayed
rail bridge over the river
Anji.

Before the inaugura-
tion, Modi travelled in a
rail engine coach to reach
the spot.

Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha, and Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
were present on the occa-
sion.The architectural
marvel Chenab rail
bridge, situated at a
height of 359 metres
above the river and 35
metres higher than the
iconic Eiffel Tower in
Paris, is a 1,315-metre-
long steel arch bridge
engineered to withstand
seismic and wind condi-
tions.The bridge forms a

crucial link in the 111-km
stretch from Katra to
Banihal, and its construc-
tion was approved in
2002, but the work started
only in 2017. Before the
construction, 26 km of
approach roads and a
400-metre-long tunnel
were built to reach the
site, railway officials said.

The cable crane was
commissioned on August
31, 2013, for the erection
of a steel arch, trestle and
piers. In 2017, an incre-
mental launch over a 2.74-
degree circular and a
transition curve of 268

metres length was suc-
cessfully done for the first
time in the Indian
Railways.

Joining of the 467-
metre-long arch span was
the most critical activity,
the officials said, adding
precision was to be main-
tained so that both ends
of the arch meet with no
error to ensure a perfect
fit of the last segment of
the arch.

The arch closure cere-
mony was conducted in
April 2021, while the
other major milestone
was the ‘Golden Joint’ of

the deck. The 785-metre-
long deck superstructure
was launched from both
Kauri and Bakkal ends
and was finally joined
over the arch.

The Golden Joint cere-
mony was conducted on
August 13, 2022.

The Anji bridge is the
second-highest railway
bridge after the iconic
arch bridge over the
Chenab at nearby Kauri.

In October 2016, the
railway decided to build a
cable-stayed bridge at
Anji Khad after the plan
to build an arch bridge

similar to the Chenab
bridge was abandoned
due to the vulnerability of
the structure, primarily
due to concerns over the
geological stability of the
region.

This asymmetrical
cable-stayed bridge cross-
es the deep gorges of the
Anji river, a tributary of
the Chenab river, and is
located in the young fold
mountains of the
Himalayas, having
extremely complex, frag-
ile and daunting geologi-
cal features in the form of
faults, folds and thrusts

and besides seismic
proneness of the region.

According to railway
officials, the total length
of the bridge is 725
metres. It consists of an
ancillary viaduct, an
approach bridge and a
central embankment.

It has been designed to
handle heavy storms,
strong winds and even
explosions. The total deck
width of the bridge is 15
metres.

The Anji bridge has a
support of 96 cables vary-
ing from 82 metres to 295
metres, officials said.

PM Modi inaugurates world’s highest
railway bridge over Chenab river in J&K

TP NEWS:
Mixing humour with

political resolve, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
on Friday used the flag-
ging-off ceremony of the
first train to Kashmir by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Katra to subtly
but clearly articulate his
government’s demand for
the restoration of state-
hood to Jammu and
Kashmir.

Recalling the opening
of the Katra railway sta-
tion, the last programme
of his first government in
2014, Abdullah pointed at
a “coincidence” that four
people present at the

event on Friday were also
on stage that day.
Humorously pointing out
the differing career trajec-
tories of the persons
involved, Abdullah said,
“You (Narendra Modi)
became the Prime
Minister for the first time
then… You came here
right after the election.
And by the grace of God,
you inaugurated the
Katra railway station
here.

“After that, you won
the election twice in a row
and remained the prime
minister of this country.
Your minister of state in
the PMO, Jitendra Singh,

was also present… Even
our respected Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha,
who was the minister of
state for railways at that
time, was present.”
Referring to his own posi-
tion, Abdullah said, “And
I, as the chief minister of a
full-fledged state then,
stand slightly demoted. I
was the chief minister of a
state. Now I am the chief
minister of a union
territory.” 

“But I believe that it
will not take long for this
to be corrected. And with
your help, Jammu and
Kashmir will again attain
the status of a state,”
Abdullah added.

The chief minister’s
direct plea for the restora-
tion of statehood was met
with applause by the
large gathering.

The erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir was
reorganised into two
union territories – J-K and
Ladakh – following the
abrogation of Article 370
in August 2019.

During his speech at
the inauguration of the
U dh a m p u r- S r i n ag a r -
Baramulla railway link,
Abdullah reflected on the
significant passage of
time since the project’s
inception in early 1980s.

“I was an eighth grade
student when this project
was started. Today, I am
55 years old. My children
have also completed col-
lege. Now this project has
been completed,” he said,
pointing at the decades-
long journey of the rail-
way link between
Kashmir Valley and the
rest of the country.

He also underscored
the historical significance
of the railway link, noting
that even the British envi-
sioned connecting
Kashmir by rail via Uri
and Jhelum, but failed to
realise the dream.

“But today, what the
British could not fulfil,
has been fulfilled by your
hands. The Kashmir
Valley has been connect-
ed with other parts of the

country,” Abdullah said,
commending the Centre’s
achievement.

Remembering former
prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee,
Abdullah said, “I will be
making a huge mistake if
I do not thank Vajpayee ji
on this occasion… This
happened after he gave it
the status of a project of
national importance and
made it a part of the
Budget.” Abdullah also
highlighted the immense
benefits the railway proj-
ect would bring to Jammu
and Kashmir. “Jammu
and Kashmir will benefit
a lot with this project. It
will benefit from tourism.
It will benefit the resi-
dents of Jammu and
Kashmir,” he said.

The chief minister also
specifically mentioned
the inflated airfares dur-
ing highway closures.

“When the highway
closes as soon as it rains,
the airlines start looting
us. A ticket for Rs 5,000
suddenly costs Rs 20,000

within hours. But with
the completion of the rail
link, at least the loot of the
passengers will be
reduced now.” Abdullah
further expressed hope
that the railway line
would also help facilitate
the transportation of
fruits like apples and
cherries to markets across
t h e
country.Acknowledging
the development of
broader infrastructure in
Jammu and Kashmir by
the Centre, Abdullah
said, “With your auspi-
cious hands, another
infrastructure project has
been completed in Jammu
and Kashmir. Similarly,
many other projects are
moving forward rapidly.”
He also cited the ongoing
work on various projects
in Jammu and Kashmir,
including ring roads in
Jammu and Srinagar, the
Delhi-Amritsar-Katra
expressway, Jammu-
Srinagar four-laning, and
airport and railway net-
work expansions.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah rakes 
up statehood issue, hopes J&K will again be State
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TP NEWS:
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Friday
accused Pakistan of
attacking ‘insaniyat’ and
Kashmiriyat by targeting
tourists in Pahalgam, say-
ing the intent was to trig-
ger communal clashes in
India and rob Kashmiri
people dependent on
tourism of their liveli-
hoods. The prime minis-
ter was speaking after
flagging off the first train
service to the Kashmir
Valley, and inaugurating
several development
projects, including the
world’s highest railway
bridge over the Chenab
river and India’s first
cable-stayed Anji bridge.

He said tourism pro-
vided employment and
acts as a connecting link
between people, but
unfortunately, the neigh-
bouring country is an
enemy of humanity, har-
mony and tourism.

“Not only that,
Pakistan is also the
enemy of the poor’s bread
and butter. What hap-
pened on April 22 in
Pahalgam is an example
of that. Pakistan attacked
‘insaniyat’ and
Kashmiriyat in Pahalgam.

“The intent of Pakistan
was to trigger communal
riots in India. It wanted to
strip people of Kashmir of
their earnings, that’s why
Pakistan attacked
tourism,” he said.

Tourism was increasing

during the last five years
in Jammu and Kashmir,
and tourists were arriving
in record numbers,
Modi said.

He said tourism fuels
the kitchens of the poor in
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Pakistan deliberately tar-
geted that sector.

“Pakistan wanted to
destroy the livelihoods of
guides, pony operators,
guest house owners, shop
owners, and roadside
dhaba operators who are
dependent on tourism.
Adil, who challenged the
terrorists, was also there
to earn his livelihood,” he
said, referring to the
ponywala, who was
among the 26 people
gunned down by terror-
ists in Pahalgam on April
22. The prime minister
said it has been one
month since Indian forces
wreaked havoc on terror-
ists holed up in Pakistan
through Operation
Sindoor.

“Whenever Pakistan
hears about Operation
Sindoor, it will be
reminded of its shameful
defeat,” he said.

Modi said the
U dh a mp u r- S r in a ga r -
Baramulla Rail Line
Project is a symbol of a
new and empowered
Jammu and Kashmir, and
a resounding proclama-
tion of India’s growing
strength.

The Chenab and Anji
bridges will serve as gate-
ways to prosperity for
Jammu and Kashmir, he
said.

The prime minister
inaugurated the two
state-of-the-art bridges
before flagging off the
Vande Bharat train to
mark the completion of
the 272-km Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla rail-
way link (USBRL), pro-
viding direct train con-
nectivity to the valley.He
also laid the foundation
stone and inaugurated
multiple development
projects worth over Rs
46,000 crore for Katra, the
base camp for pilgrims
visiting the Vaishno Devi
shrine atop Trikuta hills
in Reasi district.

The 272-km USBRL
project, constructed at a
cost of around Rs 43,780
crore, includes 36 tunnels,
spanning 119 km, and 943
bridges.

The project establishes
all-weather, seamless rail
connectivity between
Kashmir and the rest of
the country, aiming to
transform regional mobil-
ity and drive socio-eco-
nomic integration.

Pakistan attacked ‘insaniyat’,
Kashmiriyat in Pahalgam: PM Modi

TP NEWS:
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah today hailed the rail-

link of Kashmir with the rest of the country as a “historic
accomplishment,” stating that the development will boost
tourism, trade and bring comfort in the daily lives of peo-
ple of Jammu & Kashmir.

The Chief Minister was addressing a large gathering at
Katra during the inauguration of the Chenab and Anji
Bridges and at the flagging off ceremony of the Vande
Bharat Train to Kashmir by the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

This marks Kashmir’s first all-weather railway connec-
tivity with the rest of India.Also present on the occasion
were Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, Union Railways
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, Union MoS PMO Dr.
Jitendra Singh and other dignitaries.

“The benefits to Jammu & Kashmir will be substantial.
Tourism will receive a major boost, and the daily lives of
our residents will improve,” the Chief Minister said.He
highlighted the difficulties faced by people during
inclement weather when highway closures lead to exorbi-
tant airfares.“With this railway line operational, that
hardship will be alleviated to a great extent, offering
affordable and reliable transportation,” he
noted.Speaking about the economic benefits, the Chief
Minister emphasized the importance of better market
access for the region’s horticultural produce.“Our apples,
cherries, and other fruit will now find faster and more

easy access to markets across the country and even glob-
ally. This will provide a significant economic benefit to
our growers and traders,” he said.

Lauding Prime Minister Modi’s leadership, the Chief
Minister said that the successful completion of this critical
infrastructure project stands as a testament to the Centre’s
commitment to the development of Jammu and Kashmir.

“Under PM Modi’s stewardship, yet another critical
infrastructure project in Jammu & Kashmir has been com-
pleted. We are also witnessing rapid progress on other
vital initiatives — the Jammu Ring Road, the Srinagar
Ring Road, the Delhi-Amritsar-Katra Expressway, the
four-laning of the Jammu-Srinagar Highway, and the
expansion of both the Jammu and Srinagar airports and
the railway network,” he said.The Chief Minister
expressed hope that with the Prime Minister’s continued

support, Jammu and Kashmir will soon regain its status
as a full-fledged state.“Today marks yet another momen-
tous occasion. With your leadership and support, we look
forward to Jammu & Kashmir regaining its status as a
full-fledged state,” he said.

Reflecting on his personal tryst with key milestones in
J&K’s rail history, Omar Abdullah recalled his presence at
the inauguration of the Anantnag Railway Station, the
Banihal Railway Tunnel, and his government’s final event
at the same venue with PM Modi in 2014.“You may call it
fate, or perhaps destiny, but I have always had the good
fortune of being present at key milestones in Jammu and
Kashmir’s railway journey,” he said.He also recalled that
the dream of connecting Kashmir via railway dates back
to colonial times.“Even during British rule, plans were
envisioned — such as the proposed Uri and Jhelum rail-
way lines — but they remained unfulfilled. What the
British could not achieve, you have made a reality. You
have connected Kashmir with the rest of India and,
through it, to the wider world. This is a historic accom-
plishment,” he said. Paying tribute to former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, he credited him for being
the first to recognize the rail-network to Kashmir as a
project of national importance.“This progress owes much
to the vision of Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee ji, who declared
this railway line a project of national importance. Since
then, the project has seen consistent progress and budget-
ary prioritization,” he said.

TP NEWS:
Hon’ble Prime Minister

Shri Narendra Modi inau-
gurated the iconic Chenab
Bridge, Anji rail bridge and
U dh am p u r- Sr in a ga r -
Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) project and
flagged off Vande Bharat
Trains, connecting
Kashmir to Kanyakumari.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Lieutenant
Governor, Shri Manoj
Sinha called it a momen-
tous occasion that will go
down in history. In his
address, the Lieutenant
Governor expressed his
heartfelt gratitude to the
Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi for
dedicating the historic rail-
way projects to the people
of Jammu Kashmir and the
nation.“Kashmir to
Kanyakumari is no longer
a slogan. Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has turned this
decade-long dream into
reality.

He has connected the
hearts of millions of
Indians, forging an
unbreakable bond from
North to South.With
U dh am p u r- Sr in a ga r -
Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) and the launch of
Vande Bharat trains to
Kashmir Valley, Hon’ble
Prime Minister has ful-
filled the resolve of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and Dr.
Syama Prasad Mookerjee,
who had dreamt of Ek

Bharat Shreshtha Bharat,”
the Lieutenant Governor
said.The Lieutenant
Governor observed that
the world's tallest Chenab
Railway Bridge and the
country's first Cable-
Stayed Anji Rail Bridge,
inaugurated today,
ensures that J&K gets con-
nected with new aspira-
tions of progress.He said
the skills of our engineers
to build Chenab, Anji
Bridge and hard work of
our workers who carve
through the mountains
have eliminated the gaps
that existed between
crown Jewel of India and
rest of the country, the
Lieutenant Governor fur-
ther said.The Lieutenant
Governor observed that
Hon'ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi has
changed J&K UT in the last
6 years. “Its holistic devel-
opment is top priority for
Hon'ble Prime Minister
and his various policies,
speedy implementation
and industrialisation has
brought the Union

Territory to the focal point
of growth.

The Hon'ble Prime
Minister had lit a new
torch of socio-economic
revolution in J&K post
August 2019. He built
strong pillars of economic
development in J&K &
now laid new lines of des-
tiny in the form of railway
lines on it to transform J&K
at a new pace.

Since April 2022, in the
last three years, the
Hon'ble PM has dedicated
and laid the foundation
stone of development proj-
ects worth over Rs 1.15
Lakh Crore to the people of
Jammu Kashmir,” the
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant
Governor also expressed
his gratitude to the Hon'ble
Prime Minister for ensur-
ing firm and decisive
action against terrorism
and its
ecosystem.“Operation
Sindoor avenged the bar-
baric terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, and has drawn
a new red line. 

Hon’ble PM has connected the hearts of 
millions of Indians, forging an unbreakable
bond from North to South: LG Sinha

With Kashmir connected by train, CM Omar
Abdullah hails Railway Link as a historic milestone
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TP NEWS:
J&K Anti-Corruption

Bureau presented a
chargesheet in the Court
of Special Judge Anti-
Corruption, Baramulla
for the illegal appoint-
ment of 82 persons in
Municipal committee
(MC) Sumbal Bandipora
during 2009-2010.

The chargesheet was
submitted on Thursday
against Ghulam Ahmad
Wani alias Gulzar, then
President of MC Sumbal,
Abdul Rashid Shah, then
In-Charge Executive
Officer, and 82 beneficiar-
ies.The case originated
from a complaint
received by the then
Vigilance Organization
Kashmir (VOK), now
ACB J&K, regarding
large-scale fraudulent
appointments in Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs)
across Kashmir.A probe
by VOK revealed that
during 2009-2010,

President and In-charge
Executive Officer MC
Sumbal, in league with
accused beneficiaries by
abuse of their official
position and in gross vio-
lation of the standing
government rules, made
82 illegal appointments of
various persons to differ-
ent posts on the regular
pay scale.

The ACB probe found
that their salary was
drawn by Shah, who also
attested service particu-
lars of these 82 illegal
appointees.Verification
conducted revealed that
these 82 accused benefici-
aries were illegally &
fraudulently appointed
without following due
process of law, the ACB
said.Finally on the culmi-
nation of verification, an
FIR was registered at
Police Station VOK (Now
ACB Baramulla), against
officers of MC Sumbal
Bandipora & 82 illegal

appointees, and investi-
gations were set into
motion.

The investigation fur-
ther found that the
recruitment was made
without any transparent
recruitment process,
without the issuance of
any advertisements for
wider circulation, and the
majority of posts against
which accused beneficiar-
ies were appointed do not
figure in the schedules
given under the
Recruitment Rules 2008.

The ACB said investiga-
tions conducted also
revealed that the majority
of the appointments were
made on recommenda-
tions of the then Speaker
J&K Assembly, then MLA
Sonawari, as well as
Municipal council resolu-
tion, which again were
not authorized forums as
per rules to intervene in
the recruitment process.

Accordingly, the sanc-

tion for launching prose-
cution against an service
public servant, Rashid
Shah, a resident of
Papachan, Bandipora,
was accorded by the
Government. 

Shah was also prema-
turely retired from gov-
ernment service; however
was reinstated by the
High Court order.

On culmination of
investigations, the
chargesheet against the
then President, MC
Sumbal; the then I/C
Executive Officer, MC
Sumbal and 82 illegal
appointees was produced
in the Court for commis-
sion of offences as defined
under section 5(1),(d) r/w
5(2) of Jammu & Kashmir
Prevention of Corruption
Act, Samvat, 2006, and
under Section 120-B, 201
RPC was presented before
special Judge Anti-cor-
ruption court Baramulla
for judicial determination.

J&K: ACB files chargesheet in Illegal appointment
of 82 Persons in Municipal Committee Sumbal

TP NEWS:
Additional Registrar

Cooperative Societies
Jammu Bal Krishan today
convened a comprehen-
sive review meeting to
assess the progress of
cooperative activities in
Jammu Division.

The meeting was
attended by Joint
Registrar (Audit),
Cooperative Societies,
Jammu, Priyanka Bhat
along with all Deputy
Registrars (DRCS),
District Audit Officers
(DAOs) and Assistant
Registrars (ARCS) of
Jammu Division.

A district-wise review
was conducted, covering
the implementation status
of Centrally Sponsored
Initiatives, UT-specific
schemes and activities
being undertaken under
the International Year of
Cooperatives.

Officers were urged to
align district-level efforts
with the vision and guide-
lines of the Ministry of
C o o p e r a t i o n ,
Government of India to
ensure uniformity and
efficiency in program exe-
cution.

In view of the forthcom-
ing Amarnath Yatra,
Machail Yatra and other
high-footfall pilgrimage
events, Bal Krishan direct-
ed districts to establish
Cooperative Mandaps at
strategic locations. “These
mandaps will act as facili-
tation and promotion cen-
ters, displaying coopera-
tive products and services
and increasing the move-
ment’s reach and visibility
among pilgrims and
locals alike” he said.

The Additional
Registrar issued strict
instructions to ensure that
e-PACS (Primary
Agricultural Credit
Societies) conduct dynam-
ic day-end closures and
that e-Audit processes are
completed within stipu-
lated timeframes. These
digital processes are mon-
itored at the national level
and are critical for ensur-
ing compliance with
evolving cooperative gov-
ernance standards.

To further boost rural
economy and value addi-
tion, the Additional
Registrar assigned dis-
trict-wise targets to all
Deputy Registrars for the
establishment of addition-
al Food Processing Units
during the Financial Year
2025–26. He also empha-
sized that existing units
must be made fully func-
tional at the earliest to
serve cooperative mem-
bers effectively and gener-
ate local employment.

Moreover, the DRs

were instructed to expe-
dite the identification of
core agricultural produce
in their districts for
Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS)-
based Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs).
They were directed to
mobilize additional
farmer members in coor-
dination with designated
Cluster-Based Business
Organizations (CBBOs) to
facilitate structured devel-
opment and access to cen-
tral support under the
FPO scheme.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of inclusivity, the
meeting placed special
focus on increasing
women’s participation in
cooperatives beyond the
dairy sector. Officers were
encouraged to support the
formation and strengthen-
ing of women-led cooper-
atives, tapping into their
potential for inclusive eco-
nomic growth and social
empowerment.

During the interactive
session, several ARs and
DRs raised operational
issues, especially the need
to permit Common
Service Centres (CSCs)
functioning under cooper-
atives to offer services
involving Aadhaar
authentication and e-
stamp generation. The
Additional Registrar
acknowledged these con-
cerns and assured that the
department will explore
measures to enable such
service delivery, thereby
enhancing cooperative
revenues and enabling
doorstep governance
services.

Addressing regional
imbalances, the Deputy
Registrar of Kishtwar was
specifically instructed to
initiate the establishment
of PACS in remote and
spiritually significant
areas such as Machail,
inspired by the Baba
Jitto Multi-Purpose
Cooperative Society
(MPCS) model which
merges spiritual identity
with community empow-
erment.

In his concluding
remarks, Bal Krishan
urged officers to personal-
ly visit societies, engage
with grassroots members
and promote awareness
about progressive cooper-
ative models including
PACS as FPOs, Food
Processing Units and
diversified economic
activities. He reiterated
the transformative power
of cooperatives in foster-
ing economic self-
reliance, local entrepre-
neurship and collective
bargaining power across
rural Jammu.

TP NEWS:
Raising questions over

the neglect of   the most
popular demand of peo-
ple of J&K regarding
restoration of statehood
by the Prime Minister
Modi, during his speech
yesterday ,Congress asked
the centre govt to fulfill it's
promise and commitment
in this regard, without fur-
ther delay. Addressing a
press conference today at
PCC HQ Jammu  JKPCC
Senior leaders Shri Raman
Bhalla, Shri Mula Ram,
Yogesh Sawhney & Chief
Spokesperson Ravinder
Sharma,  questioned total
ignoring the promised
statehood to J&K after
around six years of the
downgrading of historical
Dogra state .There is
strong resentment
amongst people over the
Prime Minister 's neglect
of the popular demand. 

Mr. Neeraj Gupta Chief
Media Coordinator and
Mr. Kapil Singh
Spokesperson JKPCC
were also present

They talk of fulfilling
dream of Dogra rulers
about  Railway project but
don't talk of the restora-
tion historical dogra state
which was
disbanded,divided and
downgraded by BJP.

Working President
Raman Bhalla said that
BJP MLAs are silent spec-
tators to the betrayal of the

mandate of people, who
were promised statehood
immediately after
Assembly elections. .The
dual control system in
J&K UT has left the people
suffering even after eight
months of Assembly elec-
tions and it's insult to the
mandate of people shak-
ing their confidence in
such a democratic set
up.He said that rights and
constitutional safeguards
being sought  & extended
to Ladakh UT is justified
but why discrimination
with J&K UT as regards
protection to land,jobs and
natural resources. 

The Congress leaders
said that  Congress has
been seeking a compre-
hensive package for the
relief and rehabilitation of
affected people especially
in border Districts of
Poonch, Rajouri,
Baramula, Kupwara
besides Jammu, Samba
and Kathua, including
special recruitment pack-
age  but only eye wash
was done by announcing

two lakh for fully dam-
aged and ine lakh for par-
tially damaged
houses,which is insuffi-
cient and inadequate. 

They also referred to the
various promises by BJP'
and Modi government
before Assembly elections
to the unemployed youth,
daily,adhock,contractuals
abd other temporally
employees, all are suffer-
ing in the absence of funds
and required powers.
Referring to the
Udhampur Srinagar
Baramula rail project, they
said that rail link  from
Pathankot to Jammu was
completed in 1972 by Smt
Indira Gandhi and also
sanctioned by her to
Udhampur, which was
inaugurated by PM
Manmohan Singh in 2005.
While Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramula was
was sanctioned by PV
Narasimha Rao while it
was completed upto Katra
on one side and between
Banihal to Baramula on
other before 2014.They

said that Prime Minister
Dr Manmohan Singh
came here five times to
inaugurate the different
stretch of this project upto
Baramula & Mr Omar
Abdullah accompanied
him four times as Chief
Minister. Out of 272 kms
,over 160 kms the  train
was running before Modi
government took over
.The UPA government
carried out massive devel-
opment in J&K in all
spheres and set up mega
power projects,
health,education infra-
structure besides road&
railway connectivity and
no one can negate it,even
though Modi government
is trying to own up every-
thing and claim credit for
the major achievements of
Congress. They also raised
concerns over Pakistan
getting support & finan-
cial aid from international
community ,even though
it was established a terror-
ist state and isolated in the
world before 2014 by the
Congress governments.
The terrorist state Pakistan
has been made Vice
Chairman of UNSC com-
mitte on terrorism  ,which
amounts to  making a cul-
prit  to be judge .A special
session of Parliament
should is need of the hour
to discuss the entire situa-
tion which emerged after
Pehalgam carnage they
demanded. 

PM ignored Statehood promise,
unemployment - Congress

Additional Registrar reviews Cooperative
initiatives in Jammu division
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TP NEWS:
J&K BJP President Sat

Sharma (CA), along with
BJP General Secretary
(Organization) Ashok
Koul, chaired a crucial
meeting of senior party
leaders at the party head-
quarters in Jammu to dis-
cuss and strategize the

upcoming Professional
Meets being organized
under the “Sankalp Se
Siddhi” campaign.

BJP Headquarters
Incharge and former
Minister Priya Sethi, All
Cells Incharge Rakesh
Mahajan, Spokesperson
Gourav Gupta, All Cells

Co-Incharge Ved Sharma,
Rajeev Pandita, Basant
Taj Thakur, Pt. Ashok
Khajuria, Pawan Singh,
Adv. Parimoksh Seth,
Sham Langer, Ashutosh
Gupta, Adv. Rajesh
Thappa, Ravi Bakshi,
Mukherjee Sharma,
Yuvraj Singh, and several

other senior party func-
tionaries attended the
meeting.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Sat Sharma lauded
the exemplary 11 years of
governance under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
terming it a period of
inclusive development
and upliftment of the neg-
lected sections of society.
He emphasized that these
years reflect a transforma-
tional shift in public wel-
fare and nation-building.
Sharma called upon the
BJP Cell Convenors
across Jammu and
Kashmir to take these
achievements to every
corner of society through
effective outreach.

He further underlined
the significance of involv-
ing professionals—engi-
neers, doctors, teachers,

lawyers, chartered
accountants, technocrats,
and others in this
initiative.

“Professionals form an
intellectual layer of socie-
ty that plays a vital role in
national progress. We
must ensure their active
participation in the
upcoming meets and
bring them closer to the
BJP’s vision of a devel-
oped India,” he said.

Ashok Koul, while
interacting with the atten-
dees, outlined the themat-
ic focus of these
Professional Meets. He
informed that subjects
such as “Viksit Bharat Ki
Sankalpana Avum
Hamari Bhumika,”
“Sewa, Sushasan Aur
Gareeb Kalyan Ke 11
Varsh,” and “Sashakt
Bharat Surakshit Bharat

(Operation Sindoor)”
would be highlighted
through presentations
and speeches by senior
party leaders and experts.

Priy Sethi stressed for a
collective resolve to make
the Professional Meets a
grand success, ensuring
wide participation and
impactful dissemination
of the government's
achievements.

Rakesh Mahajan pre-
sented the schedule of the
Professional Meets to be
held at various organiza-
tional levels. 

He assured that trained
resource persons will
present factual and
impactful data to the del-
egates during these pro-
grams, thereby reinforc-
ing the transformative
journey of the Modi-led
government.

BJP plans grand Professional Meets under
‘Sankalp Se Siddhi’ campaign: Sat Sharma

TP NEWS:
Deputy Chief Minister,

Surinder Choudhary,
today conducted an
extensive tour of Pargwal
and Gho Manhasan to
inspect the progress on
development works
being executed there.

During the tour, the Dy
CM visited the site of
ongoing under construc-
tion bridge between Indri
Pattan to Pargwal which
is a 1,640-metre span dou-
ble-lane bridge over the
Chenab River in Sajwal.
He said that on comple-
tion of the bridge, the dis-
tance between Sajwal and
Indri Pattian will be
reduced to 5 km from
present 47 km.

"The bridge will pro-
vide an alternative route
for the population of
Pargwal, Sajwal, Indri
Pattan and adjoining vil-
lages which will not only
save their time and
money but also help them
during cross- border fir-
ing or in natural calami-
ties, he added.”

Expressing concern
over delay in completion
of a vital bridge over
River Chenab, the Deputy
Chief Minister said that
this has resulted in trou-
ble for thousands of bor-
der residents and it has
caused a lot of inconven-
ience to the local popu-
lace.

Choudhary directed
the concerned officials to
clear all the bottleneck, if
any, and expedite the

pace of works for timely
completion of the presti-
gious project. He asked
the executing agency to
complete the work by or
before December 2025
otherwise strict action
shall be initiated against
all the concerned
involved in the project.
He cautioned that laxity
or further delay in com-
pletion of the work and
poor quality of material
will not be spared.

While inspecting the
development works in
Gho Manhasan, the Dy
CM was apprised regard-
ing the progress on con-
struction of over 100
meter concrete bridge

and approach road along
with protection wall on
both sides to be complet-
ed with an estimated cost
of total Rs 560 lakh. He
was further apprised that
the construction of bridge
has been completed while
work on approach road is
in progress and will be
completed soon. The
Deputy Chief Minister
exhorted upon the exe-
cuting agency to gear up
their men and machinery
and complete the work
with in one month. He
instructed them to ensure
regular inspection of the
project site to keep a
check on quality parame-
ters of each work.

Dy CM inspects progress on crucial
Indripatan-Pargwal bridge, Rathua bridge

TP NEWS:
Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo, today

chaired a high level meeting to review
the business performance of J&K Bank
besides deliberating on strategies for
enhancing its financial strength and
service outreach across the Union
Territory.

The meeting was attended by
Principal Secretary, Finance, Santosh D.
Vaidya; Managing Director & CEO, J&K
Bank, Amitava Chatterjee and other sen-
ior officials of the bank and the Finance
Department.

The Chief Secretary lauded the
growth trajectory of J&K Bank while
emphasising the need for sustained
focus on improving the operational effi-
ciency and financial inclusion. He
stressed upon the management to bring
the Gross Non-Performing Assets
(NPAs) down to national averages
through effective monitoring and recov-
ery mechanisms.

Highlighting the critical role of the
bank in J&K’s economic development,
Dulloo urged the leadership to scale up
priority sector lending, particularly in
high-potential sectors like agriculture,
industry, high-density plantation, fish-
eries, dairy and self-employment ven-
tures. He emphasized redesigning the
loan products under Mission YUVA,
NRLM SHGs, Kisan Credit Card (KCC)
and Homestay schemes to be more
attractive, accessible and entrepreneur-
friendly. He also encouraged the bank to
think beyond traditional clientele espe-
cially that of the government employees
and explore diversified business
avenues to enhance the profitability.

Calling for faster adoption of digital
solutions and improved customer serv-
ice delivery, he directed the bank to
work towards saturation of financial
inclusion schemes such as PMJJBY,
PMSBY, and APY across the UT.The
Chief Secretary also underscored the

importance of improving the bank’s
Capital Adequacy Ratio and investment
in digital infrastructure to make banking
more inclusive, transparent and user-
friendly.Principal Secretary, Finance,
Santosh D. Vaidya, while speaking in
the meeting, highlighted the growing
incidence of cyber frauds all over the
nation. He advised the bank to conduct
an in-depth analysis of such crimes to
formulate a localized risk mitigation
strategy.

He further encouraged the bank to
diversify its portfolio by tapping into
insurance, forex and allied financial
services and leverage its widespread
presence in the region to negotiate
favourable business terms.

Presenting a detailed overview of the
bank’s performance, MD & CEO,
Amitava Chatterjee, informed that J&K
Bank achieved a total business portfolio
of Rs. 2,52,768 crore during FY 2024–25,
marking a 10% year-on-year growth. He
shared that gross NPAs have been
reduced to 3.37%, down by 71 basis
points from the previous year and going
to be brought to around 2.5% till closure
of the ensuing financial year.

Some of the key highlights of J&K
Bank’s performance presented in the
meeting included earning a Net Profit
(FY 2024–25) of Rs.2,082.46 crore (CAGR
31.88%) having deposits of Rs.1,48,569
crore with CAGR of 10.34%, Net
Advances of Rs.1,04,199 crore, Return
on Assets (RoA) at 1.32% (peer average
1.14), Return on Equity (RoE) at 17.37%,
Cost to Income Ratio of 57.73% and Net
Interest Margin (NIM) of 3.92% regis-
tered by the bank in the previous year of
its operation.It was also divulged that
J&K Bank maintains a dominant 61.43%
market share in the UT and serves
around 2 crore accounts (deposits &
advances) through a strong network of
878 bank branches and 1,948 Business
Correspondents (BCs).

CS reviews business 
performance of J&K Bank
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TP NEWS:
In a significant gesture

underscoring support for
grassroots entrepreneur-
ship and cooperative led
rural development,
Member of Parliament
Jugal Kishore Sharma
today paid a surprise visit
to the newly inaugurated
Co-operative Crumbs
Bakery-n-Café, an initia-
tive of the Palli Primary
Agriculture Cooperative
Credit Society (PACS).

During the visit, the MP
interacted with the staff
and management of the
unit, expressing apprecia-
tion for the innovative
step taken by the coopera-
tive in promoting self-
reliant rural development.

He commended the initia-
tive as a commendable
example of community-
led economic empower-

ment and praised the role
of the Cooperative
Department in fostering
sustainable livelihood

opportunities, particular-
ly for women and youth
in the region.

"This venture not only
reflects the entrepreneur-
ial spirit of our rural pop-
ulation but also strength-
ens the cooperative
framework essential for
achieving the vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat,"
Sharma remarked during
his interaction.

The MP assured contin-
ued support for such peo-
ple-centric enterprises
and emphasised the need
for replication of similar
models across the region
to further deepen the
cooperative movement
and generate employment
at the grassroots level.

From oven to opportunity: MP Jugal
Kishore applauds Palli PACS initiative

TP NEWS:
National Conference

Additional General
Secretary and Former
Minister, Ajay Kumar
Sadhotra today said the
continued delay in the
restoration of statehood
to Jammu and Kashmir is
severely obstructing its
overall development and
undermining the aspira-
tions of its people. 

Addressing a ‘day-long
workers’ convention of
Jammu Rural District ‘A’
held under the chairman-
ship of Raghubir Singh
Manhas District
President, Sadhotra
emphasized that state-
hood is not merely a polit-
ical status but a symbol of
the people’s dignity and
self-esteem.

He said the people of
Jammu and Kashmir are
yearning for the restora-
tion of their democratic
rights that enable them to
live with dignity, decide
their own developmental
priorities, and shape their

collective future.
“Stripping Jammu and
Kashmir of its statehood
and reducing it to a Union
Territory has not only
demoted the status of a
historically significant
and vast region, but also
trampled upon its distinct
ethos and identity,” he
said, adding that gover-
nance from a distance
cannot substitute the
sense of empowerment
that comes with locally
elected and accountable
governments. 

Honouring the popular
mandate of the people in
this part of the country
that has undergone most
testing tomes during the
past over three decades,
he added. Sadhotra said
that the prolonged
absence of an elected gov-
ernment for over five
years and bureaucratic
style of functioning had
created a democratic vac-
uum and delayed
progress on multiple
fronts, particularly youth-

centric development and
employment. 

Now that the people
have put in place through
their power of vote a
democratic government
under the visionary lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Jenab Omar Abdullah, it
has to be allowed to func-
tion as per the aspirations
of the people, he said.

Sadhotra also voiced
serious concern over the
rising graph of unem-
ployment in Jammu and
Kashmir and stressed that
proactive steps are
urgently needed to fill
existing vacancies and to
generate fresh employ-
ment avenues for the
youth. 

Recalling past initia-
tives during National
Conference-led govern-
ments, Sadhotra high-
lighted that under the
leadership of Dr. Farooq
Abdullah and Omar

Abdullah, special
recruitment drives were
conducted for youth in

border and hilly areas,
especially in the police
department.

He hoped similar ini-
tiatives will contribute in
addressing the issue of
joblessness.  Sadhotra
reiterated commitment of
the National Conference
to the holistic develop-
ment of Jammu and
Kashmir, saying the party
stands for youth empow-
erment, inclusive
progress, peace, and
restoring the constitution-
al and democratic rights
of the people. 

Addressing the conven-
tion, Ayoub Malik
Provincial Secretary
emphasized on the rank
and file to increase out-
reach so that the pro-
grammes and policies of
the government are taken
to every doorstep and
common people should
know that National
Conference government
under the leadership of
Omar Abdullah is imple-
menting the manifesto of

the party for the welfare
of the people. Many
youth joined the National
Conference. 

The new entrants were
welcomed by the
Additional General
Secretary of the Party.
Ved Prakash Sharma was
appointed as organizer of
the Jammu North
Assembly Constituency
to organize and identify
candidates for Wards of
Jammu Municipal
Corporation and
Sarpanchs and Panchs for
General, SC, ST, OBC and
Women for Panchayat
Elections. 

District President
Jammu Rural has been
asked to constitute a 11
Member Committee to
assist Ved Prakash
Sharma, newly appointed
organizer.

Sadhotra congratulat-
ed Ved Prakash Sharma
and hoped that his zeal
and dedication will
strengthen the party.
Prominent among those

who also spoke in the
Convention are District
Presidents Chander
Mohan Sharma, Ch
Naresh Bittu and Ram
Parshotam Sharma, Dr
Rajinder Sharma, Krishan
Lal Chalotra, Rakesh
Sharma YNC District
Youth President, Rajesh
Bakshi Ex-District
President, Nahar Singh
Provincial President
Labour Cell, Randhir
Singh Chib District
Secretary, Tilak Raj
Bhagat District Secretary,
Aslam Chowdhary Zone
Secretary, Sandesh Shan
Zone Secretary, Ashwani
Charak Block President,
Sandeep Singh Block
President, Vishaw Samyal
Vice President YNC
Jammu Rural, Charanjeet
Singh Block President
Marh, Bishan Dass
Bhagat Block President
Mandal, Ch Mohinder Lal
Block President Khour,
Devi Dayal Block
Secretary Khour, Manga
Ram Sharma Block
President, Devinder
Singh Block President
Mathwar, Parwinder
Singh Block President,
Ajay Langeh Block
President YNC Mathwar,
Gourav Jamwal YNC
President Bhalwal,
Sandeep Manhas, Subash
Chander. Additional
General Secretary
National Conference and
Former Minister Ajay
Kumar Sadhotra and oth-
ers in a One Day
Convention of Jammu
District Rural ‘A’ of
National Conference

Delay in restoration of statehood hampers
holistic development of J&K: Sadhotra 

TP NEWS:
In response to rising

health concerns in
Panchayat Bagla, Ward
Kotli Bagla of Block Qila
Darhal, Deputy
Commissioner Rajouri,
Abhishek Sharma con-
vened a review meeting
today at the DC Office
Complex. The meeting
was attended by senior
officers from Health,
Government Medical
College, Jal Shakti, Police
and Panchayati Raj.

The meeting focused
on suspected water con-
tamination and resulting
health issues in the area.
A range of decisive meas-
ures were ordered to mit-
igate the situation and
ensure the safety of the

local population.
Key decisions included

sealing of the contaminat-
ed water Source. The gen-
eral public has been
advised to drink only
boiled water and use ORS
to stay hydrated. Citizens
were urged not to panic, as
the symptoms resemble
seasonal diarrhea. Affected
individuals have been
shifted to GMC Rajouri,
where they are receiving
timely treatment and are
reported to be stable.The
DC directed the CMO to
deploy medical teams for
door-to-door screening in
Kotli Bagla and adjoining
areas. Joint health aware-
ness camps will be organ-
ized by the Health and Jal
Shakti departments.

DC Rajouri chairs emergency
meeting to address health, water
concerns in Panchayat Bagla
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Editorial

| DILIP TIRKEY
We owe it to our legends and to the next genera-

tion, to make Indian hockey the pride it once was
and promise it holds for the future. Let us commit
ourselves to this cause with heart and soul

As we mark a hundred glorious years of hockey in
India, it is not merely a celebration of a sport, but a
tribute to a national passion that has inspired gener-
ations, unified a diverse nation, and brought global
recognition to our country. Hockey is not just India’s
national sport-it is the heartbeat of millions who
have lived its magic, felt its pulse, and witnessed its
glory. 

From the golden era of Olympic triumphs to the
modern-day resurgence, Indian hockey’s journey is
one of resilience, reinvention, and relentless pursuit
of excellence.

From Grassroots to Global Glory
India’s tryst with hockey began in earnest in the

early 20th century, but it was in 1928, at the
Amsterdam Olympics, that we truly announced our
arrival on the world stage. That victory was the
beginning of a golden streak-India clinched six con-
secutive Olympic gold medals from 1928 to 1956, a
feat unmatched in the annals of sporting history.
Our team was revered not only for its winning streak
but also for the artistry, elegance, and dominance it
brought to the turf Legends such as Jaipal Singh
Munda, Dhyan Chand, KD Singh Babu and Balbir
Singh Sr became household names. Dhyan Chand,
especially, earned the moniker “The Wizard of
Hockey,” enchanting spectators with his stick work
and cementing India’s place as the sport’s super-
power.

The baton was carried forward by stalwarts like
Gurbakhsh Singh, Ajit Pal Singh, Mohammad
Shahid, Uttam Singh, Ashok Kumar, Michael Kindo,
and V Bhaskaran-each contributing to India’s contin-
ued dominance in global competitions, especially
until the early 1980s. However, like every great jour-
ney, ours too met with challenges. The 1980s marked
a turning point as the global game underwent mod-
ernisation. With the introduction of Turf, hockey
shifted from the traditional natural grass to synthet-
ic surfaces. Unfortunately, India lagged in adapting
to this transformation. The infrastructural gap, lack
of access to turf facilities, and inadequate grassroots
programs began to affect our performance. Where
once we outplayed the world with finesse, we found
ourselves struggling to adapt to the new pace and
style of the game. Despite valiant efforts from play-
ers like Pargat Singh, MM Somaiya, and the dynam-
ic Dhanraj Pillai, we were no longer the undisputed
kings of world hockey.

Thanks to the visionary collaboration between
Hockey India, the Sports Authority of India (SAI),
the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, and the
unwavering support of the current Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, Sports Minister
Surya Banshi, And of course, the larger role played
by the dynamic leader former Chief Minister Naveen

Patnaik. World-class stadiums like the Kalinga
Stadium in Bhubaneswar and the Birsa Munda
Stadium in Rourkela have hosted some of the biggest
hockey tournaments on the planet. The state has set
a benchmark in sports development, combining
infrastructure, athlete welfare, and grassroots train-
ing into a holistic model.This sustained investment
bore fruit when India won the Bronze medal at the
2020 Tokyo Olympics (held in 2021 due to the pan-
demic) — a moment of redemption that rekindled
national pride. After a 41-year drought, our team
stood once again on the Olympic podium, reminding
the world  of India’s enduring hockey legacy. As we
step into the second century of Indian hockey, the
future holds immense promise-if we act with fore-
sight, unity, and purpose. (i) Strengthening
Grassroots Development: To sustain success, we
must expand and revamp our grassroots programs.
This involves establishing state-level academies, col-
laborating with schools and rural sports centres, and
establishing hockey hubs across every region of the
country. Talent is abundant in India; we simply need
to nurture it with the right training and exposure.

(ii) Scaling Coaching Infrastructure: We need to
train the trainers. A robust national coaching frame-
work, with access to international techniques, per-
formance analytics, and modern fitness protocols, is
vital. Certified coaching courses and regular
upskilling for trainers must become the norm.

(iii) Setting Up the ‘India A’: Establishing a
pipeline of talent is crucial. A structured ‘India A’
team will bridge the gap between junior and senior
levels, offering competitive exposure to emerging
stars. Simultaneously, under-15 national squads will
allow us to groom prodigies from an early age and
provide consistent mentoring and support.

(iv)  Revitalising the Hockey India League (HIL):
The Hockey India League has immense potential to
popularise the sport, create professional pathways
for athletes, and attract commercial investment.
Reviving and marketing the league effectively,
drawing fans, sponsors, and media, can turn hockey
into a commercially viable ecosystem, benefiting
players, coaches, administrators, and the game at
large.

(v) Monetisation and Commercial Growth: Hockey
must move from being an emotional pursuit to a sus-
tainable profession. With the right branding, corpo-
rate tie-ups, and broadcast partnerships, we can
bring value to all stakeholders involved. This
includes creating job opportunities, player endorse-
ments, and incentivised career paths.

(vi)   Infrastructure Expansion: We must democra-
tise access to world-class facilities. Every state capi-
tal should host at least one international-standard
turf and a network of training pitches in rural belts.
A dedicated National Hockey Development Fund
could drive this expansion with support from the
private sector.

(vii) Digital and Analytical Integration: Modern
hockey thrives on data. By integrating performance
analytics, injury prevention tools, virtual coaching
modules, and AI-driven insights, we can give our
teams a competitive edge and bring our methods on
par with the best in the world.

As I reflect on the centenary of Indian hockey, not
just as a former player but as someone who lives and
breathes this game, I am filled with hope.

The pride of the past, the passion of the present,
and the promise of the future are all aligned in a
unique moment of opportunity. We owe it to our leg-
ends, to our current heroes, and to the next genera-
tion, to make Indian hockey not just a tale of nostal-
gia but a future of sustained excellence. Let us com-
mit ourselves to this cause with heart, vision, and
unity.

Let this century be not the end of a glorious chap-
ter, but the beginning of an even greater legacy.

Jai Hind. Jai Hockey!

One Hundred Years
of Indian Hockey

The Earth is not a disposable. It is a living,
breathing eco system that sustains us and it is
in deep trouble

World Environment Day, observed globally
on June 5 each year, is more than just a com-
memorative date — it is a call to consciousness,
a collective reminder that the future of our
planet depends on the choices we make every
single day. Established in 1972 at the United
Nations Conference on the Human
Environment in Stockholm and first celebrated
in 1973, the day has grown into one of the
world’s most important platforms for environ-
mental awareness, led by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP). But despite
the rallies, speeches, and awareness campaigns
that mark the occasion, the environmental
crises we face are not once-a-year problems.
They are daily emergencies that demand sus-
tained attention, not seasonal reflection.

This year, the theme of World Environment
Day 2025 — “Beat Plastic Pollution” — draws
attention to one of the most insidious threats to
our environment. Plastic pollution has reached
nearly every corner of the Earth, and alarming-
ly, it is now present inside the human body as
microplastics. According to the United
Nations, over 400 million tonnes of plastic are
produced globally each year, half of which is
intended for single use. Yet less than 10 per
cent of it is recycled. Around 11 million tonnes
of this plastic end up in our lakes, rivers, and
oceans annually, wreaking havoc on marine
ecosystems and entering the food chain. On
average, every human being is estimated to
consume more than 50,000 plastic particles per
year and this number rises sharply when we
factor in the plastic we inhale.The crisis is no
longer looming on the horizon; it is already
within and around us.

The significance of World Environment Day
lies not just in its reach — observed now in
over 150 countries — but in its intent to trigger
real change. It is meant to bring together
Governments, businesses, communities, and
individuals to reflect, reform, and respond to
the threats facing the environment. But the
sobering truth is that this one day, no matter
how powerfully celebrated, cannot offset 364
days of indifference or inaction. The planet
doesn’t need another symbolic gesture; it needs
a shift in mindset and behaviour.

What makes this challenge so complex is the
deeply embedded nature of plastic in modern
life. Many countries still lack robust infrastruc-
ture for recycling, while corporate responsibil-
ity in the production and disposal of plastic
remains limited. The environmental damage
emerging from our daily choices has gone far
beyond human society — it is disrupting
ecosystems, killing wildlife, contaminating our
water sources, and accelerating climate change.

Reversing this trend will require more than
policy changes or isolated clean-up drives. It
demands a cultural transformation — a reori-
entation of how we live, produce, consume,
and dispose. Governments must go beyond
drafting regulations and ensure that they are
implemented with urgency and integrity.
Corporations must step up and take responsi-
bility for the life cycle of their products. Every
piece of plastic we refuse, every ecosystem we
restore, and every habit we change brings us
one step closer to a sustainable future.

Every day must be
Environment Day!
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TP NEWS:
Jammu and Kashmir govern-

ment on Tuesday sacked 3 govern-
ment employees for working for
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Hizb-
ul-Mujahidin (HM) terror outfits.

An official told the news agency
that the three sacked employees,
who are in jail, include Malik
Ishfaq Naseer, a police constable;
Ajaz Ahmed, a teacher in the
school education department; and
Waseem Ahmad Khan, a Junior
Assistant in Government Medical
College, Srinagar," it reads.

He said the government employ-
ees fired by the Lieutenant
Governor were actively working
for the terror outfits and helping
terrorists to execute terror attacks
on security forces and
civilians."Having a mole and a
dangerous terrorist associate in the
ranks of police and other govern-
ment department is a huge threat a
continuation of which can be
extremely expensive for the sover-
eignty and integrity of the nation,"
he said.Malik Ishfaq Naseer was
recruited as a constable in J&K
Police in 2007. His brother Malik
Asif Naseer was a Pakistan-trained
terrorist of LeT. He was killed by
security forces during an
encounter in 2018. Malik, however,
continued his terror activities with
impunity and being police consta-
ble he was able to evade any suspi-
cion, he said.

The official added that Malik's
LeT link was exposed in
September, 2021 when J&K police

was investigating a case related to
smuggling of arms and explosives
in Jammu region. "Malik's despite
being the police constable, who
took oath to protect the integrity of
India, was helping terror outfit
LeT to drop arms, explosives and
narcotics. These consignments
were guided by GPS technology
and dropped at a pre-shared coor-
dinates facilitated by Malik to
Pakistani terrorists and his han-
dlers".

He further said that Malik was
not only identifying the safe loca-
tion, sharing the coordinates with
LeT handlers in Pakistan but he
was also collecting and distribut-
ing arms and ammunition to ter-
rorists in Jammu and Kashmir
region enabling them to carry out
terrorist attacks on security forces
and  civilians.

He said that instead of helping

the police department in fighting
the terror which he was mandated
for, he chose to be a mole and a
collaborator and betrayed his oath
and uniform."Malik's disloyalty
towards the nation and depart-
ment by becoming an accomplice
and a ring leader of LeT terror out-
fit has wreaked colossal damage to
the department, society and the
nation," he said.

The official said that Ajaz
Ahmed, teacher in school educa-
tion department, was working for
HM. "He was recruited as a teacher
in 2011. He became a trusted terror
associate of HM in Poonch region.
He was actively helping the terror
outfit in smuggling arms, ammuni-
tion and narcotics. The terror link
with HM was exposed in
November 2023 when Police
arrested Ajaz and his friend dur-
ing a routine check".

He added that both were carry-
ing arms, ammunition and posters
of HM in Ajaz's Toyota Fortuner.
"Further investigation had
revealed that consignment was
received on the direction of his
handler Abid Ramzan Sheikh, an
HM's terrorist in PoJK. The con-
signment was to be delivered to
terrorists operating in Kashmir for
carrying out attacks on security
forces and civilians".

He said that investigation fur-
ther revealed that Ajaz had been
receiving huge consignment of
arms & ammunition for past many
years and delivering it to terrorists
in Kashmir valley

3 government employees sacked
over terror links in J&K

TP NEWS:
The Bi-ennial Elections

of Chamber of Commerce
& Industry for the term
2025-27 were held today
on Sunday the 8th June
2025  at Chamber House
under the supervision of
the election  committee
headed by  Sh. Shiv
Partap Gupta.

For the Post of
President Sh. Arun Gupta
secured 1461 Votes and
Sh. Rakesh Gupta
secured 1290 votes. Sh.
Arun Gupta  was
declared elected as
President.

For the Post of Sr. Vice
President Sh. Anil Gupta
secured 1603 votes and
and Sh. Deepak
Aggarwal secured 1010
Votes. Sh. Anil Gupta
was declared elected as
Sr. Vice President.

For the Post of Jr. Vice
President Sh. Rajeev
Gupta(Kaka)  secured
1812 votes and Sh. Sunil

Gupta(Kodha) secured
916  votes. Sh. Rajeev
Gupta(Kaka) was
declared elected as Jr.
Vice President.

For the Post of
Secretary General sh.
Manish Gupta  secured
1487 and Sh. Rahul
Mahajan secured  1226
Votes.Sh. Manish Gupta
was declared elected as
Secretary General

For the Post of
Secretary Sh. Ashu Gupta
secured 1144 Votes and
Sh. Rajesh Gupta (Rinku)
secured  1496  votes, Sh.
Rajesh Gupta(Rinku) was
declared elected as
Secretary.

For the Post of
Treasurer Sh. Manik
Gupta secured 739 Votes ,
Sh. Rajeev Langer
Secured 602 Votes and
Sh. Rajesh Gupta(Raju)
secured 1295 Votes. Sh.
Rajesh Gupta was
declared elected  as
Treasurer.

Arun Gupta re-elected
President of CCI Jammu


